Interstitial photon radiation.
Most minimally invasive ablative techniques utilize thermal energies for tissue destruction. However, the heat-sink phenomenon may limit the efficacy of radiofrequency ablation and cryotherapy of tissue near blood vessels. One alternative non-temperature-dependent ablative technique is photon radiation. This radiation is dependent on energy and intensity, and its effects are influenced only by the density of the surrounding tissue. Photon radiation therapy may offer a unique alternative for ablating tissue surrounding vascular structures.